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REPORT 
of  the 

MEDICAL  OEEICER  OP  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1944 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OE  THE  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 
GENTLEMEN , 

I beg  to  present  ray  report  for  the  year  1944. 


Population  - The  official  figures  given  are  25, 260 , 
deducting  2,428  (the  number  of  patients  in  the  West  Riding 
Mental  Hospital  at  Mens ton)  we  get  22,832  for  the  district, 
113  more  than  the  previous  year. 


Birth-rate  - There  were  461  live  births  - 2^.9  boys 
and  212  girls  of  whom  28  were  illegitimate.  This  gives  a liv 
birth-rate  of  21*91  per  thousand  of  the  population  against 
18-22  in  1945.  The  rate  for  toms  of  between  25,000  and 
50,000  inhabitants  was  20*9.  There  were  11  still  births  - 
9 boys  and  2 girls  equal  to  a rate  of  *41  per  thousand  of  the 
population.  The  -rate  for  towns  of  between  25,000  and  50,000 
inhabitants  was  -61. 


Death-rate  - The  deaths  registered  numbered  265  - 
125  males  and  139  females,  giving  a death-rate  of  11-61  per 
thousand  of  the  population  against  11-37  for  the  previous  year 
The  rate  for  corresponding  sized  towns  was  12*4. 


Infant  death-rate  - There  were  17  deaths  in  infants 
under  a year  old  - 12  boys  and  5 girls,  giving  an  infant 
mortality  rate  of  36-8  per  thousand  live  births  against  36*1 
for  1943.  The  rate  for  similarly  sized  towns  in  the  country 

was  44 « 
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The  following  are  the  certified  causes  of  death: 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Whooping  Cough. 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis  - Respiratory.. 

2 

4 

6 

Influenza 

5 

- 

5 

Cancer  of  buccal  cavit}^ 

Ce  sophagus  & uterus  

2 

3 

5 

Cancer  of  stomach  L duodenum 

1 

2 

3 

Cancer  of  breast 

- 

7 

7 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

13 

15 

28 

Diabetes 

3 

1 

4 

Intra  cranial  vascular  lesions 

7 

16 

23 

Heart  disease 

33 

4S 

82 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system. . 

5 

3 

9 

Bronchitis 

12 

6 

18 

Pneumonia 

1 

2 

3 

Other  respiratory  diseases  

2 

1 

3 

Ulcer  of  stomach  Sc  duodenum.. 

2 

2 

4 

Appendicitis 

1 

- 

1 

Other  digestive  diseases 

3' 

1 

4 

Nephritis 

6 

1 

7 

Puerperal  & post-abortion  sepsis 

- 

1 

1 

Premature  birth 

4 

3 

7 

Congenital  defects  at  birth  & 

birth  injuries 

4 

4 

Suicide 

1 

2 

3 

Road  traffic  accidents 

5 

2 

7 

Other  violent  causes  

4 

2 

6 

All  other  causes 

8 

16 

24 

126 

139 

265 

53 


The  usual  tables  are  appended. 

I am , Go  lit  1 erne  n , 

Your  obedient  servant, 

( S igne d ) ALEC  LUS CHAMP . 
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REPORT 
of  the 

f 

SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 
EOR  THE  YEAR,  1944. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OE  THE  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 
Gentlemen, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  my  eighth  Annual 
Report  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1944, 


As  requested  by  the  ministry  of  Health  the  statistics 
and  reports  have  been  abbreviated  and  many  charts  and  factors 
have  been  'omitted. 


The  amount  of  salvage  collected  was  less  than  the 
previous  3^ear  with  a d.ecline  in  sale  value  of  £422 , but  the 
cost  of  refuse  collection  and  disposal  was  down  to  £179  per 
thousand  population,  while  the  cost  per  thousand  houses  was 
down  to  £578,  a saving  of  £68  per  thousand  houses  on  the  year 
of  1942. 


u 


The  Clerk  of  the  Council  made  the  necessary 
arrangements  with  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education 
for  the  provision  of  lectures  on  Sex  Hygiene.  The  lectures 
were  well  attended  and  were  a great  success,  and  the  general 
feeling  was  that  they  had  served  a very  useful  purpose. 
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During  the  year  the  question  of  the  slaughter  of 
..nimals  was  discussed  and  it  was  considered  essential  that 
provision  should  he  made  for  a public  abattoir  in  the  district 
in  the  near  future . 


0 

The  question  of  sedimentation  due  to  alumina  and 
silica  in  the  Yeadon  Waterworks  supply  was  further  investigate 
and  reports  given  thereon. 


The  question  of  additional  staff  will  have  to  be 
given  serious  consideration  before  this  department  can  give 
the  satisfaction  and  service  that  is  desired  by  the  public. 


May  I take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  you 
Mr,  Chairman  and  Members  for  your  kind  co-operation  in  all 
matters  relating  to  my  department,  while  I should  like  to 
empress  my  appreciation  to  the  members  of  my  staff  for  their 
loyal  support  during  the  year. 


I am , G- ; ; nt  1 erne  n , 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
( Slgne  d ) M.  MIS  FARRAR . 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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GENERAL 


STATISTICS 


Mean  height  above  sea  level, 

l(?0G"b  • • • » ♦ • 

* • • 

612 

Area  in  acres  

• • • « • • « 

• • • 

6,892 

Estimated  population  (including  2,428  in  the 

West  Riding  Mental  Hospital)  

• • • 

25 , 2-60 

Density  of  population  per 'acre  ...  ... 

• • • 

3-67 

Number  of  houses  ...  ... 

• • # « ♦ • 

a • a 

7,839 

Average  number  of  persons  per 

' house 

(including  West  Riding  Mental  Hospital) 

a a a 

3 •22 

(excluding  West  Riding  Men 

.tal  Hospital) 

♦ * ♦ 

2*91 

Rateable  value  

a • • a a a 

£149,776 

Product  of  a penny  rate 

tat  at*  t a a 

• • * 

£590 

VITAL  S 

TATIS  TICS 

Birthrate 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Births  (live)  Legitimate 

232 

201 

433 

Illegitimate 

17 

11 

28 

249 

212 

461 

Births  (still)  Legitimate 

8 

2 

10 

Illegitimate 

1 

- 

1 

9 

2 

11 

Infant  deaths.  Legitimate 

8 

5 

13 

Illegitimate 

4 

- 

4 

12 

5 

17 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Deaths 

126 

139 

265 

Deaths  from:- 

Cancer 

16 

27 

43 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

- 

- 

Other  Maternal  causes 

- 

- 

~ 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

- 

- 

- 

Measles 

- 

— 

- 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

- 

1 

17  37  44 
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S U M MARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Birth-rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  ...  ... 

Still  birth-rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  ... 

Death-rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  

Respiratory  death-rate  (apart  from  Tuberculosis  ) 
Respiratory  tuberculosis  death-rate  ...  ... 

Death-rate  from  other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

Tuberculosis  death-rate  ( -11  forms)  

Death-rate  from  Cancer  


21-91 

*41 

11*61 

1*05 

*26 

Nil 

•26 

1*88 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis 

Death-rate  from  puerperal  sepsis  per  1,000  births  ...  , Nil 

Death-rate  from  other  puerperal  causes  per  1,000  births  Nil 


Death-rate  from  Infants  under  a year  old. 
All  infants  per  thousand  live  births 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  live  births 


36*8 

Nil 
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NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


The  following  notifications  of  infectious  disease  were 
received: - 

District  West  Riding  Removed  to 

"""Proper  Mental  Hospital  Forces  'Hcs'oital 


Scarlet  Fever 56 

Diphtheria 11 

Pneumonia 7 

Erysipelas 7 

Dysentery 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum  2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia...  2 

Whooping  Cough 11 

Measles 21 


117 


3 

40 


1 57 

2 13 
1 


77 


Tuberculosis  Notifications. 


District  West  Riding 
~ Proper  Mental  Hospital  Forces 

. 18 

. 8 


20 


19  1 

1 


Respiratory 
Other  forms 


26 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 


During  the  year  66  samples  of  water  were  taken;  21  for 
chemical  examination,  4 for  plumbo  solvency,  and  41  samples 
were  taken  for*  bacteriological  examination  of  which  all  were 
satisfactory. 

Insufficiency  of  water  supply  was  found  in  East  View, 
Yeadon,  and  notice  was  served  on  the  respective  owners  to 
renew  the  existing  service  pipes. 

A Sub-Committee  was  appointed  to'  interview  the  Yeadon 
Waterworks  Company  on  the  possibility  of  a merger  of  the 
two  undertaking^,  but  the  Yeadon  Wat  or wo  rk ’ e Company  indicated 
that  they  were  unwilling  to  enter  into  any  negotiation  for 
the  disposal  of  their  undertaking,  but  would  be  willing  to 
discuss  the  transfer  of  the  Councils  undertaking  to  the 
Company.  This  reply  was  allowed  to  lie  on  the  table. 

It  was  then  considered  that  steps  should  be  taken  to 
ailgment  the  resources  of  the  C-uiseley  Waterworks  at  the 
earliest  possible  time,  by  the  sinking  of  an  additional 
borehole  at  Nethorfield  Road  and  that  application  be  made 
to  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  the  necessary  consent. 


SEWAGE  AND  DRAINAGE 


A new  sedimentation  tank  and  filter  were  installed  by 
the  owners  of  ftThe  Haven”,  Hawksworth  to  replace  the 
inadequate  and  defective  cesspool. 

It  was  recommended  that  a sewage  flow  recording  apparatus 
be  obtained  and  fixed  on  the  Guiseley  main  outflow  sower  to 
the  Bradford  works . 

Beck  pollution  occurred  at  Low  Hall,  Yeadon  due  to  the 
drainage  from  piggeries,  while  the  Tranmire  Beck  was  further 
pollution  by  the  discharge  from  Bristol  Aircraft  factory. 
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FOOD  INSPECTION. 


The  following  is  a list  of  food  condemned  during  the 
past  twelve  months 


Sugar 

4 lbs. 

Stewed  steak 

1 lb. 

Tomatoes 

152  lbs. 

Cheap ed  Han 

6 lbs 

Oranges 

1509  lbs. 

Beans 

4 lbs 

Annies 

594  lbs. 

Salmon 

2 lbs 

Sausage  Heat 

30  lbs. 

Paste 

ljlbs 

Lemons 

125-  lbs. 

Sausage 

2 lbs 

Celery 

6 lbs  . 

Milk  Products 

23  lbs 

Cress 

5 lbs. 

Carrots 

1 lb. 

Onions 

975  lbs. 

S -up 

ljlhs 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat 

23  lbs. 

Jan 

11  lbs 

Minsed  Beef  Roll 

1 lb. 

Swiss  Rolls 

290  lbs 

Pilchards 

6 Jibs . 

Wheat  Flakes 

14  lbs 

Herrings 

1 lb. 

Lettuce 

249  lbs 

Eggs 

268 

Offals 

51  lbs 

Bacon 

83  lbs. 

FI  sh 

65  lbs 

Moat 

342  lbs. 

Butter 

7 lbs 

MILK 

SUPPLY . 

i 

During  the  year  605  samples  of  milk  were  taken,  2 in 
relation  to  the  production  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk,  17 
for  the  production  of  Accredited  milk,  and  72  in  respect 
to  Pasteurisation  plant. 

42  samples  were  taken  for  the  Methylene  Blue  test,  while 
there  were  472  samples  taken  for  the  Resazurin  test,  all  these 
samples  were  tested  in  the  Department’s  Laboratory. 

No  instance  of  disease  was  appertained  to  milk  during 
the  year. 

There  are  two  licences  issued  for  the  production  of 
Tuberculin  Tested  milk,  six  for  Accredited  milk,  and  one  for 
Pasteurisation  plant,  while  one  licence  was  issued  for  the 
bottling  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  other  than  at  the  place 
of  production. 
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On  taking  samples  of  nilk  it  was  found  that  while 
pasteurised  nilk  was  being  provided  to  the  schools  in  the 
district,  children’s  day  nurseries  were  being  supplied  with 
unpasteurised  nilk,  this  was  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  West 
Riding  County  Council  who  then  made  provision  for  the  supply 
of  designated  nilk. 

The  provision  of  school  milk  for  the  district  was  supplied 
fren  Preston,  this  has  now  been  altered  and  nilk  is  provided 
from  the  Pasteurisation  plant  in  the  district. 

HOUSING. 


The  Committee  considered  the  Question  of  rehousing 
persons  from  slum  clearance  areas  and  it  was  considered  that 
they  would  reoLuire  503  houses  for  existing  confirmed  areas, 
and  those  to  be  dealt  with  immediately  after  the  cessation  of 
hostilities . 

No.  1,  Suffolk  Court,  Yeadon  and  a house  in  Drop  Inn 
Yard,  Guiseley  were  demolished  as  totals  unfit  for  habitation. 

REEUSE  DISPOSAL . 


During  the  past  year  2,622  loads  of  refuse  have  been 
collected  including  house  and  trade  refuse  and  the  emptying 
of  privies,  etc.,  the  total  cost  of  collection  and  disposal 
during  the  year  was  £4,532  which  shows  a saving  on  the 
previous  year  of  £141,  and  on  the  financial  year  for  1942 
£538 . 

Tipping  was  carried  out  at  the  Hawks wo rth  Lane  Quarry 
during  the  year.  The  Committee  discussed  the  question  of 
alternative  means  of  disposal,  but  no  action  was  taken. 
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REFUSE  STATISTICS . 

Year 

Cost  per  1,000 
population 

Cost  per  1,000 
houses 

1937  - 

38 

£137 • 78 

£452*71 

1938  - 

39 

£130*92 

£410 • 64 

1939  - 

40 

£129*56 

£412*9 

1940  - 

41 

£139*90 

£436  *16 

1941  - 

42 

£169  *34 

£558*3 

1942  - 

43 

£204*84 

£646*76 

1943“ 

44 

£180*61 

£596*12 

1944  - 

45 

£179*45 

£578*2 

SALVAGE  S TATI STI C S . 

Year 

Average  weight 
salvage  sold  per  1 
population. 

T . Gwt . Q,rs . 

of 
, 000 

Lbs  . 

Value  of  salvage 
sold  per  1,000 
population. 

£ s . d. 

1940  - 

41 

17.  6. 

18. 

68 . 5 . 4 . 

1941  - 

42 

16.  15.  2. 

10. 

71.  10.  8. 

1942  - 

43 

17.  8.  1. 

20. 

93.  3.  9. 

1943  - 

44 

16.  5.  1. 

6. 

82  . 6 . 9 . 

1944  - 

45 

11 . 10  . ' 2 . 

21. 

64.  17.  8. 

The  following  statistics  show  the  amount  of  salvagable  .material  sold 
during  the  last  five  financial  years . 
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